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Thiruvahindrapuram was the centre of Desikar*s multifarious
activities and thus any history of Thiruvahindrapuram is not
complete without mentioning at least in brief the history of
Desikar.
There are quite a few sthala puranas connected with this
place. As stated earlier, the stories are gathered from Brah-
manda purana, Skanda purana and Brahannaradiya purana.
Let us first rekte the story where God Vishnu revealed in
Himself the Trinity.
Once upon a time, in Tirupapuliyur, Lord Sankara was
standing for a long time and praying to Devadinatha. At that
time an asareeri voice told Sankara that Janardhana would
shortly appear before him. it advised him to go to the banks of
Garuda nadhi doseby and pray to Lord Devanatha. Accordingly,
Siva went to the banks of the Garuda river and prayed to Lord
Jagannatha. God appeared before him. Siva then asked for help
from Vishnu to kill the mighty asuras Triprasuras. Vishnu
promised him all assistance. He said that Brahma would be
used as the sarathi,Maha meru would be the dhanus, Bhoomi
would be used as the ratham,Chandra and Suxya as the great
wheels, Vasuki as the bow string rope and the four oceasns as
the quiver i.e. pouches holding the arrows, the vedas would
become the horses. Lord Vishnu said He would become the
arrow which can be let loose from Lord Sankara's bow. Vishnu
thus promised that with the combined might, they would be
able to kill the asuras. He gifted a bow to Lord Sankara, the
latter took that bow which could act at a pace reportedly fester
than even the thought process in one's mind. The fierce battle
with Tripurasuras started,
A virtual river of blood flowed. The asuras got very angry.
Sankara chased them to Thiruvahindrapuram near the temple
of Devanatha and killed them. While this was so, the river
of blood became a flood and dragged Lord Siva in its flow.
It was flowing eastwards to join the sea. The devas became
very worried as they found that Siva was being swept off his feet
towards the oeean. Devanatha then went to the sea shore, took
on the form of Gopala and played divine music on his flute. On